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Pu m p e d  St o ra g e  & Tra n s m is s io n  Sy s t e m  Co n fig u ra t io n
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PNW Pu m p e d  Hy d ro : SWAN LAKE
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 39 3 MW, 9 .5  Ho u r Clo s e d  Lo o p  Pu m p e d  
Sto ra g e  p ro je c t 

 Lo c a te d  in  Kla m a th  Fa lls , Ore g o n

 Tra n s m is s io n  a c c e s s  a c ro s s  th e  WECC, 
in c lu d in g  s tra te g ic  in te rc o n n e c tio n  a t th e  
Ma lin  5 0 0  s u b s ta tio n

 An tic ip a te d  No tic e  to  Pro c e e d  in  20 24

 Us e s  e xis tin g  g ro u n d wa te r we lls  fo r th e  in itia l 
fill o f th e  s ys te m  a n d  o p e ra tio n a l wa te r

 Pro je c t will b e  b u ilt with  Org a n ize d  La b o r –
c re a tin g  30 0 0  fa m ily wa g e  jo b s  o ve r a  4 - ye a r 
c o n s tru c tio n  tim e lin e



Pu m p e d  Hy d ro  Exa m p le : GOLDENDALE
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 120 0  MW, 12 Ho u r Clo s e d  Lo o p  Pu m p e d  
Sto ra g e  p ro je c t 

 Lo c a te d  in  Go ld e n d a le , Wa s h in g to n

 Bro wn fie ld  re d e ve lo p m e n t s ite , u tilize s  
e xis tin g  tra n s m is s io n  in fra s tru c tu re  a n d  
ro a d s

 Fu ll FERC lic e n s e  a n tic ip a te d  in  20 24

 Will s e rve  a s  th e  c o rn e rs to n e  to  Wa s h in g to n  
a n d  th e  Pa c ific  No rth we s t’s  c le a n  e n e rg y 
e c o n o m y

 Lo c a te d  a t th e  to p  o f th e  DC tra n s m is s io n  
in fra s tru c tu re  with  d e live ra b ility a c ro s s  
m u ltip le  WECC s ta te s



Where does new PSH make sense? 

• Goldendale Pumped Storage Project (WA)
• Located within the Columbia Gorge Bi-State 

Renewable Energy Zone

• No. 1 Washington State Priority in the Mid-
Columbia Economic Development  District’s 
(MCEDD) Economic Development Strategy

• Pumped storage in this location has been the goal 
of the community in this location for 2-decades. 
Entirely on private land associated with the former 
aluminum smelter.

• Designated a “ Project of Statewide Significance” 
by the Washington State Legislature
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10 0 % Re n e w a b le  En e rg y  Ma n d a t e s
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 Ca lifo rn ia  Se ts  Go a l Of 10 0  Pe rc e n t Cle a n  
Ele c tric  Po we r By 20 4 5  (NPR – Se p te m b e r 10 , 20 18 )

 Wa s h in g to n  Sta te  Pa s s e s  10 0  Pe rc e n t Cle a n  
Ele c tric ity Le g is la tio n  (Au d u b o n – Ap ril 22, 20 19 )

 Cle a n  p o we r is  n o w th e  la w; In s le e  s ig n s  b ill 
fo r ze ro - c a rb o n  e le c tric ity b y 20 4 5  (Th e  Se a t t le  
Tim e s – Ma y 8 , 20 19 )

 Pu m p e d - s to ra g e  h yd ro p o we r c a n  h e lp  
Wa s h in g to n  m e e t its  10 0 % c le a n - e n e rg y g o a l 
( Th e  Se a t t le  Tim e s – Au g u s t 16 , 20 19 )

 Ore g o n  g o ve rn o r s ig n s  a m b itio u s  c le a n  
e n e rg y b ill (OPB – J u ly 27, 20 21)

 Re n e wa b le  e le c tric ity p o we re d  Ca lifo rn ia  ju s t 
s h y o f 10 0 % fo r th e  firs t  t im e  in  h is to ry (USA To d a y
– Ma y 2, 20 22)

 We s te rn e rs  s u p p o rt 10 0 % c le a n  e n e rg y, le s s  
o il d rillin g  (Lo s  An g e le s  Tim e s – Fe b ru a ry 16 , 20 23)

https://www.npr.org/2018/09/10/646373423/california-sets-goal-of-100-percent-renewable-electric-power-by-2045
https://wa.audubon.org/news/washington-state-passes-100-percent-clean-electricity-legislation
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/inslee-signs-package-of-long-sought-climate-bills-that-include-a-phase-out-of-coal-and-natural-gas-fired-power-plants/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/inslee-signs-package-of-long-sought-climate-bills-that-include-a-phase-out-of-coal-and-natural-gas-fired-power-plants/
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/pumped-storage-hydropower-can-help-washington-meet-its-100-clean-energy-goal/
https://www.opb.org/article/2021/07/27/oregon-governor-signs-ambitious-clean-energy-bill/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2022/05/02/california-renewable-energy-100/9612901002/
https://www.latimes.com/environment/newsletter/2023-02-16/westerners-support-100-clean-energy-less-oil-drilling-even-in-red-states-boiling-point
https://www.opb.org/article/2023/07/09/electricity-demand-oregon/
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